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Claims 1-17 (cancelled). 
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-18. (Now) An apparatus for measuring a thicfcness o* a Heart wall, comprising 
a member having a distal end configured to be posltieoed adjacent a heart well; 



and 



an Indicator disposed proximate a distal end of tho mender and adopted to 
indicate a measurement correspondtog to me thickness of the heart wall vrithout the 
indicator penetrating tho heart wall. 

19. (New) The apparatus of ctelm 18. wherein the roen&er further include* a 
device thai extends torn the dlstat and of the member to penetrate the heart wal. 

20, <Nfcw) The apparatus of cteim 19, wherein the device Includes a sensing 
mechanism for determining a displacement of a tip of the device into the heart wall 

21- {New) The apparatus c* claim 18, wherein the member includes e 
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22. (Mew) Tho apparatus of daim 1 ft. wherein the indicator Includes at teas! 
one transducer. 

23. (New) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the indicator includes a first 
transducer for transmitting a pressure wave and a second transducer «or sensing a 
reflected pressure wave. 

24. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein m Indicator is on the distal 
end of the member. 

25. (New) The apparatus of dial m 1 8, wherein the indicator H sJMabiy 
deposed In a toon defined by the member, 
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26. (New) The apfparatua of dasm 10, wherein {ho device Includes a laser. 

27. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 9. wherein tHe device include* a drill. 

23. (New) The apparatus of cMm 18. wherein the Indicator la ccup&d to on 
onefyzer for determining ihe thickness of the heart wall. 

29. (New) The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the Indicator is coupled to an 
ultrasonic frequency generator. 

30. (New) A method for measuring a Ihlofcness of a heart wall, comprising: 
piovfcfing. a member having a distal and and an irrfk^or disposed proximate a 

distal end of the member; 

positioning the distal end of the member adjacent a heart wall; and 

using the Indicator to make a iroattMemani appending to the thickness of the 

heart wall without penetrating the heart wall with the indicator, 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 30, wherein me mdScator injuries a* least one 
transducer. 

32. (New) The method of dalm 30. wherein ttte using step incftides 
transmitting a pressure wave and sensing a reflected pressure wave. 
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33. (New) The method of claim 30, further comprising analyst the 
measurement to determine the thickness. 

34. {Mew) The method of cfcim 33, wharein the a^tyslng inductee anting a 
reflected pressure wave. 

35. (New) The mefood of dafim 30, further comprising extending e device from 
the member and penetrating the heart mt with the device. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35, further eompftsfn$ sensing the 
dspiacemertt of d Ujp 04 the device into the neart wafl. 

37* (New) The method ol claim 30, wherein providing the member include* 
disposing the locator on a distsS end of the member. 

38. (New) The method of deim 30, wherein providing ^e member inctydee 
gifctebty disposing the and kstfor tn a lumen defined by the mcmoer , 

33, (New) The me*ho4 of rfslm 30, turner comprising positioning the indicator 
adjacent the heart was, 
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40. (New) The method of daim 39, wherein the positioning includes slidnrig 
fho Indicator relative to the member. 

I 

41. (Now) A method of treaty a heart, composing; 

pos&omrtg a distal end of an instrument proximate e surface of o heart wa£ ■ 
measuring a thickness of the heart wall; and 

creating a passage in the heart wa2 via the Instrument, the passage being 
disposed at an angle with respect to a perpendicular to the heort wall at a location on 
the heart wall comspondfog to the position of the distal end of foe Instrument. 

42. (New) The method of ctaim 41 . wtteretn the surface of the heart wall 
inctudes an endocardial surface. 

43. (New) Trtt method of daim 41,^ 
! frailty of iwwagoed 

44. (New) The method of claim 41 , wherein creating the passage includes j 
terminating the paseags In the heart wall. 

Can 

■ ™ 46. (Mew) The method of claim 41, wherein me passage is farmed by a 

\ recess. j 

wj 2 row I 
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46. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein the creating incfedes one of 
driUatg and Easing to form at toast pen of the passage. 

47 . (New) A method for supplying blood to the heart comprising: 
measuring a thickness of a heart wall; 

forming a recess m the heart wbO based on the measured thickness; arc* 



46. (Mew) The method of c&Sm 47 ; further comprise suppiying the blood to 
be directed to the heart v*all from a heart chamber. 



3 



directing blood to the heart wall via the recess. 
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40, (New>The method of claim 48, wherein She heart chamber Is a left 



ventricle. 



49. (New) Tha methoo 4 of claim 47, whereti the directing of Nood inductes 
directine. the Wood at an affile to a perpendicular to th$ heart wall at a location where 
the recess formed,- 
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